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One of the things that I know the 
chairman knows is that I respect the His-
panic culture a lot. When I was a Governor 
for the State of Texas, I used to remind 
my fellow Texans that our State was richer 
as a result of the Hispanic culture. And 
I look forward to working with the mem-
bers here on a variety of issues, not the 
least of which is to make sure the world 
is more peaceful, more educated, and more 
prosperous. 

So, thank you all for coming. Thank you 
for being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Representative 
Silvestre Reyes, chairman, Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Message on the Observance of National Library Week 
April 2, 2001

I am pleased to join my fellow Americans 
in observing National Library Week. 

An educated citizenry provides the foun-
dation for a free and democratic society. 
Libraries promote the sharing of knowl-
edge, connecting people of all ages with 
valuable information resources. These dy-
namic and modern institutions, and the li-
brarians who staff them, add immeasurably 
to our quality of life. 

Libraries serve as important centers for 
collecting, storing, and organizing informa-
tion. Each year, more than 100,000 books 
are published in the United States alone, 
and the U.S. government publishes as many 
documents. Even beyond these numbers 
are incredible volumes of newspapers, mag-
azines, and other copyrighted material. 

In public, government, professional, or 
academic facilities, librarians help individ-

uals use numerous resources to complete 
the simplest or most complex of research-
related tasks. This ability to search for in-
formation from the oldest manuscripts to 
the latest references available demonstrates 
the enduring versatility of libraries. 

During this special observance, I com-
mend librarians for their contributions to 
education and learning throughout our Na-
tion. I also encourage all Americans to visit 
their neighborhood library. Laura and I 
send our best wishes to the staff, volun-
teers, and patrons of libraries across Amer-
ica. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: April 1–7, 2001, was designated Na-
tional Library Week.

Remarks at a Leadership Forum in Wilmington, Delaware 
April 3, 2001

The President. Thank you, Mr. Jones. I’m 
honored to be here. Thank you all. 

Claven Jones. Before we all get started 
here, can I ask you a question? 

The President. You can do anything 
you—it’s your building, you can do any-
thing you want. [Laughter] 
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